Pomador Labs
9889 5th Street Victorville, CA 92392

Holleedollies@aol.com
Congratulations on your purchase of a Pomador Labrador Retriever.  Your puppy is of excellent quality and is in good health.


Every effort has been made by our family to produce puppies that represent the highest standard of the breed.  Your puppy is the product of many generations of efforts of conscientious Labrador breeders to ensure temperament, type and soundness.  A great deal of attention and consideration has been provided in socializing, caring and feeding to ensure a healthy, happy and loving start for your puppy.


We are very pleased that you have selected one of our puppies.  However, our puppies are not made available to just anyone, as we frequently turn buyers away.  All of our puppies are sold on an American Kennel Club “LIMITED REGISTRATION”, which means that they are NOT used for breeding/showing, but meant to be a companion dog only (see the full description by going to www.AKC.org.

It is a great source of pleasure and satisfaction to have each of our puppies going to such wonderful homes.  You have indicated a sincere desire and interest in providing a caring and loving environment for your puppy and his future looks bright.


I wish many years of loving and satisfying friendship for you and your puppy.

Best regards,





Jared and Lacey Miles
Your puppy has received the proper inoculation(s) for his age and has been wormed several times.  A complete record will be provided to you later in this document. 

Upon taking your new puppy home, it is recommended that you contact your veterinarian regarding an appointment for an examination and a vaccination schedule.  Please take a copy of the “puppy information sheet” along with you to show to your vet. Once again, work with your vet and his recommended program to insure the health of your puppy.  It is recommended that your puppy be vaccinated through 20 weeks of age and rabies shot should be given on or about 16 weeks.  ANNUAL BOOSTER SHOTS SHOULD BE GIVEN TO PROTECT YOUR DOG.

Once your puppy has been fully vaccinated and given the OK from your vet, he or she should be enrolled in a group obedience class.  I cannot stress enough the importance of early socialization.  This “group” experience will not only help both of you to bond, but will teach both you and your puppy what the guidelines he or she must learn to become a well rounded adult.  I expect that there will be some training obstacles and moments (maybe hours/days) of frustrations, but remember, the more time that you put into your puppy and training, the better family member you will enjoy for many, many years to come.  If you have any questions regarding classes, techniques, etc… please feel free to give me a call anytime.

FEEDING

You puppy is currently eating Nutro Large Breed Puppy Food.  I start all of my puppies on this food.  Don’t be alarmed if your vet tells you that your new baby is overweight.  I would rather have them on this program until the shot schedule is finished.  At this time 4-5 months of age, “gradually” switch your puppy to an adult formula of a good quality food.  Please do not feed a cheaper brand of dog food in hopes of saving money…. Believe it or not, if you feed a good quality food (even though you will pay more for it), your dog will use or absorb more nutrients and eliminate less.  I give only one supplement – it is one Nu Vet Plus wafer.  Please have this on hand when your puppy comes home, as he/she will already be on this.  This is an excellent product that you can order directly from the manufacture by calling 1-800-474-7044 and use my ORDER CODE # 76659.  Please keep your dog on this for the rest of his life.  
 I recommend that you keep the puppy on a 2 -3 meals a day (OMIT ANYTIME FOOD) and then keep him on a breakfast/dinner plan for life.  By having a set eating time, this aids in timely elimination and makes housebreaking easier.  Please see attached “Feeding Instructions.”
You can give raw or steamed vegetables for a treat, as well as a few dog biscuits.  Remember, these are given in small amounts and are NOT meant to supplement the balanced diet.  Wait two weeks after puppy comes home to give any type of treats.  Keep them on dry kibble only.   Always provide clean – fresh  water !!!!!

RECOMMENDED READING

There are many books available regarding Labrador Retrievers.  The following three books are written by Labrador breeders and are a great source of information !!!!
THE VERSATILE LABRADOR RETRIEVER  -  By Nancy Martin

LABRADOR RETRIEVERS TODAY  -  By Carole Coode

THE LABRADOR RETRIEVER – THE DO THAT DOES IT ALL  -  By Lisa Weiss and Emily Biegel.

Additional must have books !!!

HOW TO BE YOUR DOG’S BEST FRIEND  -  By The Monks of New Skete.

THE ART OF RAISING A PUPPY  -  By The Monks of New Skete

DOG OWNER’S HOME VETERINARIAN HANDBOOK  -  By Drs. Carlson and Griffin.

RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES
CRATE:
I recommend the Vari-Kennel size 400 for females and 500 for males.  If you travel, you may wish to purchase a collapsible wire crate.  Remember, the dog crate is NEVER used as a punishment and your puppy should not be left in it for long periods of time.  As a young puppy, he or she cannot “hold it” for a long  time, so put him in with a “positive” voice and give him a few toys, etc…you may have a bit of an adjustment to the confinement (whining/barking), this is to be expected.  As long as he has gone outside to do his business, go ahead and put him in for his naps and sleeping at night.  No food or water should be left in the crate as this stimulates elimination.  Remember, the first thing to do when he wakes from a nap is to take him outside to his designated bathroom area.

COLLARS:
Flat buckle or adjustable for everyday use and nylon or training collar are for walks/training only !!!  NEVER LEAVE THE TRAINING COLLAR (CHOKE CHAIN) ON YOUR DOG FOR EVERYDAY USE.  Please order an I.D. tag for your everyday collar and speak with your vet regarding a safe, simple method of identification – MICROCHIPPING.

LEASH:
6 foot leather or nylon.

NAIL 

CLIPPERS:
Keeping your dogs nails trimmed is very important.  Your vet or local groomer can provide this service for you if you don’t want to do it yourself.

SHAMPOO:
Only use shampoos that are for dog use.  This is important, as the pH balance is different for dogs than that for humans.

BRUSHES/

COMBS:
A weekly grooming is a wonderful way to bond with your pet, as well as keep a close eye on any potential health problems.  Additionally, you can use a 50-50 white vinegar/rubbing alcohol solution mixed in a hair dye bottle as a monthly ear wash.

FLEA 

PRODUCTS:
There are many monthly applications that can be purchased, as well as topical sprays.  Please consult your vet and or breeder for their recommended choices.  I highly recommend  Frontline Plus.
TOYS:
Lots and lots of toys…. The Nylabone is an excellent product that will provide your dog with many hours of chewing time.  Rawhide bones only last a short time and we NEVER give these unless the dog is in the house and well supervised, as large pieces can be chewed off and then the dog can choke on them, although this rarely happens.  We also recommend heavy rope bones as well as a wide “variety” of toys for entertainment.  Rotate your dog’s toys so he/she doesn’t become bored with them.

MAIL ORDER CATALOGS
There are many, many online sites that can save you money.  One of my favorites is Pet
Edge (www.petedge.com).  They always have great sales on toys and equipment.  Drs.
Foster and Smith is very useful also (www.drsfostersmith.com).
CRATE TRAINING YOUR PUPPY
A sturdy dog crate can be the best friend that you and your dog will ever have.  To you, the crate may seem to be a “cage”, so you may object to the idea.  You are not a dog.  The dog regards his crate as a den, a dog house, a security blanket to which he can retreat to rest, escape confusion or adjust to strange surroundings (if you should travel with him or leave him in someone else’s care).  Please explain to children that this is your pup’s space only and not a place for them to join him.
For the puppy, the crate is an invaluable training aid.  Confined to the crate while you are out of the house, your puppy cannot destroy anything or hurt itself and this will help make housebreaking easier for you and your puppy.

Start your puppy in the crate as soon as possible… the younger the better.  Use an old blanket, towel or rug in the bottom (anything that can be chewed on and easily washed).  Do not use newspaper, as this may confuse your puppy.  Put in play toys and chew toys.  DO NOT USE IT FOR PUNISHMENT.  Use the word “kennel” when you put him in.

Don’t hesitate to confine him to the crate several times a day for short periods of time and always when you are out of the house.  He may howl in resentment at first, not because of the crate, but because you are leaving him behind and he knows it.  Don’t weaken and don’t worry… he will settle down as soon as you are gone.  Learning this sort of discipline is a very vital part of his young life. Please understand that the use of the crate is for night time sleeping and short times to keep him safe.  The crate is mobile and should be placed in a room that he does NOT feel confined and separated from his family (i.e. place the crate in the kitchen/family room during the day and in your bedroom at night).  Labradors are VERY social and love their family !!!!  Remember – Do not let him out of the crate as he whines or speak with him when he is in his crate for the first few weeks.  He has to learn that when he cries, his family isn’t letting him out.  You may need to move the crate to the garage or separate room for the first few days until he becomes acquainted with it and learns that crying doesn’t give him a pass to come out.  When you let him out, take him directly to his bathroom area.  He should learn to eliminate immediately after he is let out of the crate.  
Purchase either a plastic kennel, no smaller than the (VariKennel size #400) or a collapsible wire crate (I use the Precision brand) for the adult size of the pup.  It is a waste of money to purchase smaller ones.
 REMEMBER:  Make sure that your puppy has gone outside to relieve himself prior to placing him in the crate.   
HOUSEBREAKING TIPS

When you are beginning to housebreak your new puppy, the best words that I can offer is be consistent.  By following some of the following suggestions, you should have very good success in a short period of time.

Your puppy will have times that he will always need to go outside (i.e. after napping, first thing in the a.m., after eating, after playing and before bedtime, these are just few.  You need to get yourself as well as your new baby on a good solid routine.  This is the key to success.  Schedule feedings at the same time everyday -  this repetition will pay off.

The very first thing in the a.m., you will carry your puppy to a designated area in your backyard.  Don’t allow him to “follow” you outside, as he will most likely squat and do his business on your prize carpet.  By carrying him to the area and gently placing him on the ground, he will do his thing shortly.  I train my dogs to go on command (i.e. tell them to “go potty” or “get busy”).  Once he completes the task, pick him up and tell him that he is the best thing since sliced bread !!!!  It doesn’t take long for them to pick up the “verbal” command as well as the “physical praise” that they will get.  In the beginning, you will have to watch him like a hawk in the house.  Limit his area of play in your house in the beginning (kitchen/family room, etc.)  Remember, you are being trained as well to watch the signs that he needs to go.  Soon you will see that your pup will go to the door and whine to go out…when he gets the hang of it, follow him out and when he is finished, praise, praise, praise…..
You will most likely have a few “accidents”.  Please be patient.  If for example you get distracted by the phone, etc. and you find an accident in the house, don’t blame your puppy and NEVER push his nose into it.   Rubbing his nose in it does not teach him anything, but to fear YOU.  If you catch him in the act, shout NO NO NO to him, which will cause him to stop his action, pick him up and take him outside to finish.
As your puppy grows, he will view your house as his “den” and dogs, if trained properly usually do not soil their den.  If he has an accident in the house, there are a number of products on the market that use enzymes to destroy the urine/feces smell which will prevent him from going back 
The first 48 hours
The wait is over and it’s finally time to bring home your new puppy.  But before that happens, there are a few preparations that need to take place.  

PUPPY-PROOFING YOUR HOME

Create a safe and friendly environment for your new puppy by following this simple checklist:


Make sure all poisonous household items are securely stored out of 


your puppy’s reach.


Move or remove any poisonous plants.


Look at your house from a puppy’s point of view and remove any hazardous


items.

THE FIRST FEW DAYS
Make the transition easy for your new puppy with these helpful tips:


Decide on a name and use it consistently.


Limit visitors for the first few days.


Keep your puppy in your line of sight at all times for his/her safety and to


Establish correct behavior.


Never disrupt a sleeping puppy ! ! !

Teach your family the proper way to hold a puppy by placing one hand under the hindquarters and the other under the chest.  Never pick up a puppy by the front paws or scruff of the neck.

Do not leave a new puppy unattended with very small children or other family pets until you’re sure everyone is ready.

Feeding Instructions


1 or 1.5 Cups Nutro Natural Choice Puppy Food (Large Breed Formula) 2 or 3 times a day.




*Remember to increase your puppy’s food as he grows.


1 – “NuVet Plus” vitamin once a day for the rest of the dog’s life.



        (To order vitamins at 50% off of the veterinarian price call



        1-800-474-7044 and give them order code #76659.)

At five months of age, you may change your puppy’s dog food to an adult dog food or large breed puppy food.  We do this because there has been evidence that too much protein in a puppy’s life may cause him to grow too rapidly, therefore causing possible joint damage.  

We recommend the following choices of quality adult food:

· Nutro Natural Choice

· Eukanuba adult maintenance

· Purina Pro Plan

· Kirkland Performance – Costco

· Nutra Nuggets Lamb and Rice Formula – Costco

*****Give them one NuVet vitamin per day for the rest of their life.

Please note that when changing from one food to another it needs to be done gradually or the dog will get diarrhea and become sick.  Start by adding 10% of the new food to your dog’s everyday diet until he is completely switched over.  This will prevent any upset stomach.

A good way to determine if your dog requires more food while growing is to gradually add more food to his bowl and if he still acts hungry, add more to his next meal.  They will grow for the fist two years of their life and will probably eat the most during this stage.  My adult boys eat approximately six cups of food per day, whereas my girls eat four cups per day.  

Remember that your dog is of the bigger English type.  They are not meant to look like skinny field dogs like some vets may think.  Don’t allow your puppy to get too fat but please don’t deprive them of adequate food during their first year of life.  This will prevent them from looking their best when they become fully mature.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call or e-mail me any time.  

Sincerely,

Lacey
Miles Pomador Labradors    (760) 947-8310
